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_____ AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . (previously amended) A chair ofl a type having a seat portion and a backn 
ortion, the chair comprising a seat support structure, a backrest support structu 
at least one air-containing cushion positioned on the seat support structure, at le 
one air-containing cushion secured tolthe backrest support structure, a layer of 
compressible material overlaying the bushions, and an upholstery material cover 
the layer of compressible material; each cushion comprising a bladder which is 
formed from a pliable, gas imperme^le material and each bladder being charge 
with an amount of air prior to use such that the amount of air is at the_surroundin 
atmospheric pressure and displaces/no more than 60% of a maximum containec 
volume of the bladder whereby the air may freely be displaced only within the 
bladder in us e, and wherein each b|adder is adapted to underlie entirely that 
respective part of a user adjacent tjb the seat and backrest when occupying the c 
as a consequence of which shaping may be imparted to the cushion to complem 
the shape of the user. 

2. (previously amended) The/chair as claimed in claim 1 wherein each bladd- 
charged with air prior to use sucil that the amount of air displaces no more than { 
of the maximum contained volurfie of the bladder. 

3. (previously amended) The chair as claimed in claim 1 wherein each bladdt 
charged with air prior to use suc h that the amount of air displaces between 15% \ 
30% of the maximum contained! volume of the bladder. 
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(previously amended) 



amount equal to the maximunr 
7. (previously amended) 1 



he chair as claimed in claim 1 wherein respective 



ones of the bladders are chaiged with air prior to use to different levels falling 
the range 1 5% to 60% of the maximum contained volume of the respective blac 

5. (previously amended) The chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein each bladder is provided with a valve through which air is admitted to i\ 
bladder prior to use. 

6. (previously amended) The chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein each bladder has a front wall, a back wall and peripheral side walls wht 
the bladder would assume a c enerally oblong shape if it were charged with air it 

contained volume of the bladder, 
e chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein the compressible material that overlays the cushions comprises an 
expanded foam plastics material sheet. 

8. (previously amended) Tne chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein two of the air-containing cushions are secured to the backrest support 
structure, one above the other. 
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9. (original) The chair as clsfimed in claim 8 wherein an upper one of the 
backrest support structure cushl ins overlaps the lower one of the backrest supp 

one of the backrest support cushions overlaps 
seat support structure. 



cushions, and wherein the lower 
cushion that is positioned on the 



:>ri 
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1 0. (previously amended) The 
of the backrest support cushions 
backrest portion of the chair. 

1 1 . (previously amended) Thi t 
wherein an underlay which is formed 
located below the air-containing 



chair as claimed in claim 9 wherein the upper 
extends over and around an upper edge of the 

chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
from an expanded foam sheet material is 
cushions. 



inn 



1 2. (original) The chair as claimed 
from a material that has a higher 
overlays the cushions. 



iTho 



1 3. (previously amended) 
wherein the upholstery material 
permeable plastics sheet material 



chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
s composed of a semi-permeable or vapour- 



in claim 1 1 wherein the underlay is formed 
density than that of the compressible material 1 
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14. (previously amended) The chair/as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein the backrest support structure is pivotably mounted with respect to the : vvl 
support structure. 

1 5. (previously amended) The chdir as c l a i med in any one of c l aims 1 to 4 
wherein the seat support structure ig mounted to a support base which is carriec 
wheels. 

16. (original) The chair as claimed in claim 15 wherein the seat support struc jn; 
is pivotably mounted with respect tp the support base. , 



1 7. (previously amended) The £hair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein a leg support portion is pivotably mounted with respect to the seat portit i 
and wherein an air-containing cushion is mounted to the leg support portion and is 
overlayed by both the compressible material and the upholstery material. 

18. (previously amended) The chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein the seat support structure and the backrest support structure are forme- 1 as 
metal frames and wherein the metal frames carry reinforced plastics sheet mate ie 
which support, either directly oi indirectly, the air-containing cushions. 

19. (previously amended) Tne chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein the cushions are remivably secured to the seat and backrest support 
structures by way of self-securing fastening materials. 

20. (previously amended) The chair as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 
wherein the upholstery material is secured in place by the use of self-securing 
fastening material^ 



21 . (previously cancelled) 



22. (new) A chair of a type having a seat portion and a backrest portion, the t 
comprising a seat support structure, a backrest support structure ( at least one a 
containing cushion positioned on the seat support structure, at least one air- 
containing cushion secured to the backrest support structure, a layer of compre: 
material overlaying the cushions, and an upholstery material covering the layer c 
compressible material; each cushion comprising a bladder which is formed from 
pliable, gas impermeable material and each bladder being charged with an amo 
of air prior to use such that the amount of air Is at the surrounding atmospheric 
pressure and displaces no more than 60% of a maximum contained volume oft 
bladder whereby the air may freely be displaced only within the bladder in use, 
wherein the seat support structure and the backrest support structure are forme- 
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frames and wherein the cushions are suspended either directly or indirectly ft :>r the 
frames and wherein each bladder is adapted to underlie entirely that respecti e ;>art 
of a user adjacent to the seat and backrest when occupying the chair, as a 
consequence of which shaping/may be imparted to the cushion to compleme 1 1 1 he 
shape of the user. 

23. (new) The chair as clair led in claim 22, wherein the frames carry a sh« ie: 
material which supports, either directly or indirectly, the air-containing cushior s. 

24. (new) The chair as clained in claim 22, wherein the frames are metal. 

25. (new) The chair as clained in claim 23, wherein the sheet material is c 
reinforced plastics sheet mateial. 



Received from < 312 427 6663 > at 3/24/03 3:54:04 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 

t 



